	 Primark
	behind

the

bargains


⁍ 80 hours a week at just 5p an hour for workers 

⁍ Living wage in Bangladesh calculated at a mere £22 but still not being met

⁍ In just 2 months of 2006 100 workers were killed in death-trap factories

“Bargain retailers such as Primark, Asda and Tesco are only able to sell at rock bottom prices in the UK because women workers in Bangladesh are being exploited. The companies are not even living up to their own commitments towards their overseas suppliers.” Louise Richards, Chief Executive of War on Want

Recent research published by War on Want and Labour Behind the Label has revealed that despite being part of the Ethical Trading Initiative, high street store Primark are failing to ensure their own strict standards are adhered to along their supply chain. People and Planet have since launched an attack on the cheap fashion company for failing to ensure that child labour is not used in any part of production and the guarantee of a living wage and safe working conditions for all workers. 

Workers producing clothes for Primark, George at Asda and Tesco are mainly women struggling with poverty in Bangladesh. These women are often forced to take on huge amounts of overtime without pay at the risk of dismissal. Starting wages in these factories have been found to be as little as £8 a month with “higher” paid machinists receiving up to £16 per month. A monthly living wage for the region is commonly calculated as a tiny £22 and so it is obvious that these wages are falling seriously short, even with Primark’s assurance that “The Primark code does require the wage to cover basic needs plus discretionary income. We are aware of the subsistence rate in the main countries that we source from and expect our suppliers to be paying above the basic minimum in line with industry benchmark standards to meet our expectations”
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At No Sweat we do not place the blame for the appalling treatment of workers at the feet of the people who buy the clothes. It is important to realise that Primark’s customer base is likely to be low-paid workers, students and low-income families who are victims of the same sharp edge of capitalism as the women in the garment factories in Bangladesh. If you are a consumer of Primark’s products then you have the right to question the company on the production of your clothes. Below are some web addresses that you can use to contact Primark about their conduct and demand that they change their ways!

www. peopleandplanet.org/navid3791 - People and Planet’s Clean Up The Streets as part of their Trade Justice and Fairtrade Campaign

www.waronwant.org/?lid=13731 - Email The Secretary of State and call for legislation with War on Want

For more information check out these sites:
www.labourbehindthelabel.org/content/blogsection/12/54/ - Read Labour Behind the Label’s full report into Tesco, George and Primark

www.cleanupfashion.co.uk/companies/primark.php - See what ordinary people have to say about Primark and add your views
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