
Z APATISTA NEW S
Ne w sle tte r of th e  UK Z apatista Ne tw ork

Autum n 2007
Issue  2

Re pre ssion and
Re sistance  in Ch iapas

Th e  incre ase  in m ilitarisation and  
civil re pre ss ion th rough out Me xico 
s ince  Fe lipe  Calde ron be cam e  
pre s id e nt last ye ar is  re fle cte d  in 
Ch iapas und e r ne w  state  gove rnor 
Juan Sab ine s, w h e re  th e  fe d e ral 
gove rnm e nt strate gy to prom ote  
conflicts ove r land  is  fully 
supporte d  by th e  state  gove rnm e nt. 
In Me xico as a w h ole  m any pe ople  
be lie ve  a ne w  ‘d irty w ar’ is  und e r 
w ay w ith  d e te ntions and  
d isappe arance s, w h ile  in Ch iapas 
acts of viole nce , intim idation and  
aggre ss ion tow ard s ind ige nous 
Z apatista support base  
com m unitie s  h ave  be com e  a daily 
occurre nce .
In Se pte m be r 2007 th e  EZ LN 6th  
Com m iss ion took  th e  d ifficult 
d e cis ion to suspe nd  th e  se cond  
ph ase  of th e  O th e r Cam paign w h ich  
w as to vis it th e  South  and  Ce ntral 
parts of th e  country, and  inste ad  to 
und e rtak e  civil and  pe ace ful actions 
in d e fe nce  of th e  Z apatista 

com m unitie s. Th e ir com m uniq ué 
says :

“A t th is  tim e , th e  state  gove rnm e nt 
of Ch iapas and  th e  fe d e ral 
gove rnm e nt are  w aging a cam paign 
against th e  Z apatista com m unitie s. 
‘O fficial’ e victions, param ilitary 
attack s, invasions sponsore d  by 
officials, pe rse cutions and  th re ats, 
h ave  be com e  once  again part of th e  
surround ings of th e  ind ige nous 
com m unitie s  w h o h ave  se t upon 
constructing th e ir ow n d e stiny and  
im proving th e ir living cond itions, 
alw ays w ith out losing th e ir 
ind ige nous id e ntity.... Just lik e  in 
th e  w orst tim e s  .... th e  gove rnm e nt 
is  attack ing th e  poor and  ne e dy, 
w h ile  cate ring to and  be ne fiting th e  
pow e rful. ... In contrast to oth e r 
occasions, th e se  aggre ss ions h ave  
be e n m e t by th e  s ile nce  of th ose  
voice s  th at be fore  rose  to prote st 
and  d e m and  justice .... W e  w ill do 
w h at w e  h ave  to do, re s ist.”

Inside

Param ilitary 
Organisations

Th e se  are  ‘pe asant’ organisations 
w ith  nam e s lik e  O PD D IC, A R IC, 
UR IC and  UES,w h ich  are  
und e rcove r param ilitary groups 
going und e r th e  nam e s of 
agricultural organisations. Th e se  
h ave  be e n re -activate d  and  arm e d  
by th e  state  in ord e r to provok e  
confrontation w ith  th e  Z apatistas 
th rough  land  se iz ure s  and  force d  

e victions. Using th e se  param ilitary 
groups, th e  state  agrarian 
auth oritie s  h ave  starte d  a strate gy 
of e viction of Z ap com m unitie s  
from  th e  250,000 h e ctare s  of land  in 
th e  A ltos, Se lva and  Norte  re gions 
w h ich  w e re  “re cupe rate d” in 19 9 4-
5 follow ing th e  upris ing. Th e  
auth oritie s  are  le galis ing th e se  
e victions w ith  official docum e nts 
m ak ing th e m  into ‘e jidos’ 
(com m unal land h old ings) in favour 
of th e  param ilitary organisations. 

Th e  id e a is  to m ak e  th e  Z apatistas 
look  lik e  invad e rs, and  to provok e  
conflicts in ord e r to d e stroy th e  
m ove m e nt. Th e y attack  th e  bas is  of 
Z apatista autonom y, w h ich  is  th e  
land. Th e  re sult is  com m unitie s  
living und e r constant th re ats of 
e viction and  viole nce , e nduring th e  
d e struction of th e ir crops and  
live stock  and  th e  th e ft of th e ir 
posse ss ions, and  th e  und e rm ining 
of any se curity or stab ility in th e ir 
daily live s.
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Z ap Ne w s

Monte z Azule s and 
Plan Pue bla Panam a

Th is  ‘b iosph e re  re se rve ’ is  b e ing 
plund e re d  of its re source s by 
national and  m ultinational 
com panie s. Th e  gove rnm e nt 
e xpropriation of 14,000 h e ctare s  in 
th e  Lacandon Jungle  in th e  inte re sts 
of ‘e cology and  conse rvation’ h as 
re ce ntly le d  to th e  viole nt 
d isplace m e nt of 2 com m unitie s  
(one  of th e se  a Z apatista support 
base  com m unity) and  th re ate ns 15 
m ore  Z apatista com m unitie s. 
O rganisations lik e  A m ne sty 
Inte rnational h ave  cond e m ne d  

th e se  e victions and  calle d  for a h alt 
of e xpulsions in th e  are a. It is  
b e lie ve d  by th e  local NGO s th at th e  
m otive s b e h ind  th e  e xpulsions, far 
from  be ing in th e  inte re sts of th e  
natural e nvironm e nt, are  to ope n 
th e  door for bus ine sse s  to privatise  
and  e xploit th e  natural re source s of 
th e  are a. Th e re  is  also th e  q ue stion 
of ‘e co-tourism ’, a h igh ly profitable  
und e rtak ing. A s w e ll as is suing th e  
param ilitary groups w ith  arm s and  
am m unition, th e  auth oritie s  are  
also giving th e m  pe rm iss ion to 
d e ve lop e co-tourism  proje cts.

Th e   Fe de ral Arm y

Th e re  are  now  79  pe rm ane nt 
m ilitary cam ps in Ch iapas, 56 of 
w h ich  are  in th e  ind ige nous are as. 
A  re ce nt re port by th e  San 
Cristobal-base d  NGO  Capise  state s 
th at th e  nature  of th e  m ilitary in 
th e se  cam ps is  ch anging to ‘e lite  
spe cial force s’. Th e  gove rnm e nt 
h ope s to provok e  a confrontation 
w ith  th e  arm y th rough  th is  ongoing 
counte r-insurge ncy w ar in ord e r to 
finis h  w ith  th e  Z apatistas 
altoge th e r.

H istory Re pe ating itse lf?

Th e  te nth  annive rsary 
of th e  Acte al m assacre

Th e re  are  fe ars th at th e  s ituation of 
19 9 7, w h e n th e  fe d e ral arm y 
toge th e r w ith  arm e d  param ilitary 
groups atte m pte d  to d ism antle  th e  
Z apatista autonom ous 
com m unitie s, is  b e ing re pe ate d. O n 
22 D e ce m be r 19 9 7 th e  attack s 
culm inate d  in th e  m assacre  of 45 
m e m be rs, m ainly w om e n and  
ch ildre n, of an unarm e d  pacifist 

group. D on Sam ue l R uiz , Bis h op 
Em e ritus of th e  Ch iapas 
H igh land s, state d  re ce ntly “in 
Ch iapas re pre ss ion is  b e ing 
offe re d , not d ialogue . A  m assacre  
lik e  th at at A cte al could  be  
re pe ate d  at any m om e nt”

In ord e r to pre ve nt th is  w e  ne e d  to 
le t th e  re pre ss ive  force s k now  th e  
w orld  is  w atch ing and  tak e  action 
in solidarity w ith  th e  Z apatista 
com m unitie s.

De m onstrate  
against 
re pre ssion: 
10/12/2007, 1 
pm  at th e  
Me xican 
e m bassy, 
London!

Bre ak  th e  Sile nce

It is  ne ce ssary to state  our conce rn 
and  alarm  at th e  re ce nt incre ase  in 
acts of intim idation and  aggre ss ion, 
to cond e m n th e  m ilitarisation of th e  
are a, and  to d e m and  a re spe ct for 
h um an righ ts, a ce ssation in 
aggre ss ions, a cance llation of force d  
e victions, and  a h alt to th e  
inte ns ification in th e  counte r-
insurge ncy w ar.

Se nd  m e ssage s  of prote st to:
Fe lipe  d e  Je sús Calde rón H inojosa 

Pre s id e nte  d e  la R e pública, 
R e s id e ncia O ficial d e  los Pinos Casa 
Migue l A le m án,  Col. San Migue l 
Ch apulte pe c, C.P. 11850, D ISTR ITO  
FED ER A L, México. Te l: + 52 (55) 
2789 1100 Fax: + 52 (55) 52772376 
e m ail: 
fe lipe .calde ron@pre s id e ncia.gob.m x
Francisco R am íre z  A cuña Se cre tario 
d e  Gobe rnación, Bucare li No. 9 9 , 
Ed ificio Cobián, 1e r piso, Juáre z ; 
Cuauh tém oc, D istrito Fe d e ral CP: 
06600, Fax + 52 55 509 33414 e m ail: 

frjram ire z @se gob.gob.m x
1.W e  d e m and  th e  im m e d iate  
re le ase  of e ve ryone  arre ste d  in San 
Manue l and  Bue n Sam aritano.
2. W e  d e m and  th e  im m e d iate  
re turn of th e  land  and  oth e r losse s  
(includ ing th e  h ouse s  d e stroye d  
and  th e ir conte nts) to all th e  pe ople  
d isplace d  by th e se  abuse s. #
3. W e  d e m and  an im m e d iate  stop 
to th e  continuing viole nce  by th e  
Me xican gove rnm e nt against its 
pe ople .
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Ecological Stove s Proje ct

In ne w sle tte r 1 w e  saw  h ow  Bristol-
base d  K iptik  h ave  h e lpe d  
Z apatisata com m unitite s  build  th e ir 
ow n w ate r syste m s. Th e  gre at 
m ajority of fam ilie s  in th e  
com m unitie s  cook  on ope n w ood  
fire s  in sm all sm ok y h uts. Th is  
cause s  continual re spitory d ise ase s  
for w om e n and  ch ildre n and  a large  
am ount of fue l is  w aste d. . 
A lth ough  large  parts of Ch iapas are  
still fore ste d , due  to th e  incre as ing 
d e m and  for fue l and  e xte ns ive  
logging th e  fore st cove r h as 
re duce d  d ram atically in re ce nt 
ye ars.
Ecological stove s are  a m ajor ste p 
forw ard  in re ducing th e  h e alth  
proble m s associate d  w ith  cook ing 
on ope n fire s. Th e re  are  ove r 200 
toxins in sm ok e  produce d  from  
burning w e t w ood , and  th e se  

stove s re le ase  ve ry little  sm ok e  into 
th e  room . Th e y are  also m uch  m ore  
e fficie nt, us ing up to 70% le ss  w ood  
and  re ducing le ve ls of 
d e fore station. Th e  stove s also h ave  
a m ajor im pact on th e  live s of 
w om e n in th e  com m unitie s  w h o are  
alm ost alw ays th e  one s  w h o go out 
to ge t w ood. 
Th e  stove s K iptik  h e lps build  are  
m ad e  from  fire d  clay burne rs  th at 
s it in a cind e r block  or brick  base , 
surround e d  by stone s to pre se rve  
h e at and  m axim ise  e fficie ncy. Each  
stove  tak e s  a day to build  and  costs 
around  £80 / €116. Th e  clay parts 
are  m ad e  by w om e n's  coope rative s 
in th e  com m unitie s  and  alm ost all 
th e  m ate rial ne e d e d  to build  th e  
stove s can be  source d  locally. Th e y 
are  s im ple  to use  and  m aintain and  
can last for up to 15 ye ars. 

Be low  w e  se e  an e xam ple  of a 
double  stove .

Scotland &  th e  Z apatistas
Th e  tw inning be tw e e n th e  
Z apatista solidarity groups in 
Scotland  and  th e  ind ige nous pe ople  
of Z apatista autonom ous 
m unicipality “16th  
Fe bruary”, in th e  
H igh land s of Ch iapas, 
Me xico m e ans th e y are  in 
d ire ct contact w ith  e ach  
oth e r, and  m e e t as ofte n as 
poss ible .

In Fe bruary 2007 a 
d e le gation from  Scotland  
vis ite d  se ve ral village s in 16th  
Fe bruary, and  m e t w ith  d iffe re nt 
colle ctive s and  groups.  A t th e  e nd  
of th e  vis it, “16th  Fe bruary” 
pre se nte d  th e m  w ith  a le tte r 
d e tailing th e ir m ain ne e d s  at th is  
tim e .  Th e se  are  : 

1) Support for th e  Municipality’s 
ne w  h e alth  clinic, as se e n in th e  

film .  Th e  clinic ne e d s  m e d ical 
e q uipm e nt, and  m ore  m e d icine s. 
In add ition th e  Municipality w is h e s  

to build  a se cond  ph ase  
of th e  clinic, w ith  
dorm itorie s  and  a 
training room  for th e  
clinic’s staff, th e  h e alth  
prom ote rs, and  a prope r 
k itch e n to provid e  food  
for patie nts and  staff.

2) Support for th e  
Municipality’s four 

autonom ous prim ary sch ools, again 
picture d  in th e  film .  Fund s are  
ne e d e d  to e nable  th e  construction 
of ad e q uate  classroom s, plus 
furniture  such  as d e s k s, and  to 
purch ase  te ach ing m ate rials.

3) A ss istance  in find ing m ore  
outle ts for th e  e m broid e ry, te xtile s, 
and  am be r je w e lle ry w h ich  th e  film  

sh ow e d  be ing m ad e  by th e  
m e m be rs  of th e  h and icrafts co-
ope rative s in th e  m unicipality.

Fund s are  raise d  by be ne fit gigs, 
se lling th e  h and icrafts m e ntione d  
above  and  donations. 

By June  2007 th e  Solidarity Groups 
in Scotland  h ad  raise d  ove r £13,500 
for 16th  Fe bruary.   Th is, toge th e r 
w ith  donations from  e lse w h e re , h as 
e nable d  th e  Municipality to build  
th e  first ph ase  of th e  h e alth  clinic 
w h ich  is  now  ope rating and  
tre ating patie nts.

If you can h e lp, or w ould  lik e  to 
purch ase  th e  e xce lle nt D VD , Salud  
y Solidaridad , (H e alth  and  
Solidarity) e m ail 
e d inch iapas@yah oo.co.uk , and  
ch e ck  out w w w .e d inch iapas.org.uk .



Z apatista Sport
Bristol-base d sports 

te am  Easton Cow girls last 
ye ar be cam e  th e  first 
w om e n’s bask e tball te am  
to tour th e Z apatista 
autonom ous zone s.

Th e  Cow boys' football 
te am  are  of course  no 
strange rs to Ch iapas, 
h aving succe ssfully toure d 
th e re  in 19 9 9 , 2001 and 
2003, but th is is th e  first 
tim e  th at th e ir fe m ale  
counte rparts h ave  playe d 
in th e  Z apatista 
com m unitie s. A group of 
Cow boys m anage d to tag 
along w ith  th e m  too and 
form e d th e ir ow n te am . 
Both  e nte re d Ch iapas as 
novice s - it w as th e  first 
tim e  e ith e r h ad e ve r playe d 
th e  sport, but th e y h ave  
since  com bine d to form  a 
m ixe d te am  and curre ntly 
play in an inte rm ural 

le ague  back  h om e  in 
Bristol. 

Th e  Cow girls visite d six 
com m unitie s in Olga Isabe l, 
Ove ntic, More lia, W unicton, 
D ie z Abril and Patria 
Nue va, w h e re  th e y saw  th e  
w ate r syste m  th at Bristol-
base d solidarity group 
Kiptik  h as part funde d.

On th e  court th e y 
e m e rge d victorious in 
tournam e nts in D ie z Abril 
and W unicton, h e lpe d in no 
sm all part by th e ir h e igh t 
advantage  ove r th e  local 
girls. H ow e ve r, th e  le ss 
said about th e  Cow boys 
te am  th e  be tte r - th e y lost 
e ve ry gam e  th e y playe d. 

TH E UK Z APATISTA NETW ORK

Th e  'UK Z apatista Ne tw ork ' w e bsite  provide s inform ation on Z apatista solidarity 
groups in th e  UK. Th e se  groups are  providing solidarity to autonom ous 

com m unitie s in Ch iapas and to th e  w ide r social struggle  in Me xico. Th e y tak e  
inspiration from  th e  Z apatistas’ e xam ple  of organis ing autonom ously and ‘from  

be low ’.  Groups are  involve d in tw inning w ith  Z apatista com m unitie s , organis ing 
talk s and film  sh ow ings, rais ing funds for autonom ous h e alth  and e ducation 
infrastructure , pick e ting anti-Z apatista m ulti-nationals and gre e n-w ash e rs, 

aw are ne ss rais ing, stalls, gigs, e tc. For m ore  info se e :

h ttp://uk zapatistas.w ordpre ss.com /

Bre ak  th e  s ile nce !

De m onstrate  against re pre ss ion
10th  De ce m be r 2007, 1 pm

Me xican e m bassy, 16 St. Ge orge  Stre e t, be tw e e n Re ge nt 
Stre e t and Ne w  Bond Stre e t, H annove r Sq uare , London 

W 1S 1LX.
Tube : Oxford circus or Bond Stre e t.




