Press Release 
Striking at Starbucks – Unionising Mac jobs
Mike Treen, National Director of the Unite union of New Zealand will be telling young workers and anti sweatshop activists in Brighton how his union organised the world’s first strike at Starbucks in Auckland winning union rights and improved conditions for Starbucks workers.
Unite New Zealand also organises over 10,000 workers in firms such as Burger King, McDonalds, Wendy’s, KFC and Pizza hut. Many of these mostly young workers were recruited during the Supersize My Pay campaign, which No Sweat believe could form a model for unionising these companies in Britain.
Mike Treen is touring the UK from Monday 11th Feb as part of a No Sweat national week of action, which will include protests and actions against sweat shop employment practices by Starbucks in the UK and throughout its supply chain.

Mark Sandell of Brighton No Sweat said

‘We are turning up the heat on Starbucks, they exploit workers all the way down the supply chain. In coffee shops, a Starbucks barista earns a little over the minimum wage per hour but isn't guaranteed enough hours each week to be sure of a living.
Meanwhile in the UK its top executive earns nearly £500,000.

Starbucks makes millions while coffee growers get little more than 50p for a pound of coffee, which is then sold for £80.’
Mike Treen will be speaking at 7pm on Monday 11th Feb in the Community Base,113 Queens Rd, Brighton, BN1 3XG  01273 234002 and will be available for interview on the afternoon of that day.

Contact: Mark Sandell 07811 347 486
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